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stay in the Guard, risking another de-
ployment, to collect his or her benefits. 

I believe that as a matter of basic 
fairness, soldiers that share the same 
foxhole for the same length of time 
should get the same benefit. Some peo-
ple say ‘‘That’s too logical for govern-
ment.’’ But fortunately, Senators WEBB 
and WARNER recognizing this basic in-
equity have written a bill to correct 
this problem, and generally modernize 
the GI bill. 

I firmly believe education should be 
both available and affordable to all 
service men and women, and it for this 
reason that I am proud to stand today 
in support of the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act. 

Many servicemembers who volun-
teered to join the armed forces after 
September 11, 2001, did so with the full 
knowledge that they would very likely 
be called to serve in harm’s way. Over 
600,000 members of the Nation’s Guard 
and Reserve have been called to active 
duty. Since our nation came under at-
tack, more than half of the Oregon Na-
tional Guard has deployed overseas. Or-
egon’s deployment rate has ranked 
among the highest per capita in the 
Nation. The National Guard has done 
much more than they have historically 
been called upon to do, and at great 
sacrifice. This bill honors all who have 
served on active duty on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, by expanding the edu-
cational benefits provided under cur-
rent law. 

The cost of higher education has in-
creased dramatically in recent years. 
Over the past 5 years, the average cost 
of tuition has increased 35 percent. 
Room and board costs have also risen 
on average over 35 percent. Many of 
our servicemembers have put their edu-
cational plans on hold while at war, 
and the rising cost of education has 
outpaced their ability to pay. This has 
put them at a competitive disadvan-
tage in a nation that has called them 
to service. This bill would put them 
back on equal footing. Servicemem-
bers, including activated Guard and 
Reserve members, who have served on 
active duty for at least 3 months would 
be entitled to benefits under this bill. 

As with previous GI bills, this bill 
would secure tuition payments, a 
monthly stipend to assist with living 
expenses, and a stipend for books and 
required educational expenses. This 
bill would go a step further, however. 
Instead of recognizing an activated re-
servist’s longest consecutive active 
service, this bill would recognize cumu-
lative active service. This is a crucial 
distinction that recognizes the way we 
employ our forces today. Payments and 
stipends would be scaled up to 100 per-
cent. The benefits would be protected if 
a servicemember is deployed or trans-
ferred. It would contribute to licensure 
and certification testing and to some 
college-level correspondence courses. 
Finally, this bill would establish a new 
program in which colleges or univer-
sities may voluntarily agree to make 
up or reduce the difference between 

tuition costs and what the new benefits 
would provide. Under this program, the 
benefit would match a school’s addi-
tional contribution dollar for dollar, up 
to 50 percent of the tuition difference. 

This bill would not just recognize and 
reward our service men and women for 
their sacrifices. It would create a 
meaningful retention and recruiting 
tool for our active, Guard and Reserve 
forces, and it would provide an invest-
ment in the future of our Nation by en-
couraging and contributing to the 
kinds of education and training that 
lead to good jobs, good pay, and eco-
nomic stability. I am proud to cospon-
sor the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational 
Assistance Act and encourage its im-
mediate passage so we can begin to 
repay the debt we owe to those who 
stand guard and defend our liberty. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING W. LAIRD 
STABLER, JR. 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Madam President, today 
I wish to remember the Honorable W. 
Laird Stabler, Jr., a devoted public 
servant and a gentleman in the truest 
sense of the word. It is clear from the 
ways in which Delawareans from all 
political persuasions and all walks of 
life have mourned his death this week 
that all that knew him understand this 
part. He was a decent man, a man who 
viewed public service as a duty and a 
trust. 

I first met Laird in 1969, when he was 
the house majority Leader in Dover 
and I was a young public defender. De-
spite only having served for 3 years, he 
had already gained a reputation as a 
fair and thoughtful man. In 1970, when 
I first sought public office as a county 
councilman, the people of Delaware 
recognized Laird’s sterling character 
and integrity by entrusting him with 
the office of attorney general. He later 
served as U.S. attorney for the State of 
Delaware and, for 20 years, as Dela-
ware’s Republican National Com-
mitteeman. It seems incredible today 
that a man who in Delaware was lit-
erally synonymous with the Repub-
lican Party endeared himself to a gen-
eration of Democrats. 

No matter where he was in his ca-
reer, or whom he was representing, 
every decision Laird made was guided 
by his two most redeeming qualities: 
honor and integrity. As the British 
songwriter, Charles Dibdin, wrote: ‘‘If 
honour gives greatness, [he] was great 
as a king.’’ 

Laird’s exceptional sense for others 
earned him the respect of nearly every-
one he knew, from U.S. Presidents to 
his neighbors. His fierce devotion to his 
Scottish ancestry and his unending 
sense of humor were legendary. 

Laird was that rare breed of politi-
cian who could lead with very few 
words. For all his commitment and 
knowledge, Laird led with a calm and 
steady hand. The universal outpouring 

of mourning expressed by Delawareans 
from every corner of the State is a tes-
timony to his quiet dignity and nobil-
ity. 

As Shakespeare wrote in ‘‘Hamlet:’’ 
‘‘He was a man, take him for all in all, 
I shall not look upon his like again.’’ 

Knowing Laird Stabler, I am certain 
he did not judge his life based upon 
how others viewed him or even his 
great contributions to the state and 
country. I believe Laird would prefer to 
be judged based on those he loved most 
and those who loved him—his family. 
For me, it was hard to tell where Laird 
ended and where Peggy, his beautiful 
wife, began. At least from my perspec-
tive, they seemed to be a matched pair 
in terms of effortless grace, genuine 
empathy and devotion to one another. 
They produced a family that is a gen-
uine reflection of their collective vir-
tues. I know Laird III the best, and he 
is every bit his family. Their daughter 
Margaretta and son Ramsay are a gen-
uine reflection of their parents’ de-
cency. 

As a Delawarean and a Democrat, I 
feel privileged today to pay tribute to 
a Delawarean and a Republican whose 
life reflected what all of us strive to 
achieve.∑ 

f 

OIL PRICES 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, in 
April 2004, when American consumers 
were paying $1.78 per gallon at the 
pump, I warned that energy experts 
were ‘‘predicting that the price of gas 
may rise to $2.50 or $3.00 per gallon.’’ 
The administration did nothing. Last 
October, when American consumers 
were paying $2.87 per gallon at the 
pump, I warned that ‘‘oil may be on its 
way to over $100 a barrel.’’ The admin-
istration did nothing. 

This week, oil reached a record $102 a 
barrel, and gas prices averaged $3.13 a 
gallon. How much will families in 
Vermont and across America have to 
pay to heat their homes in this long 
winter and drive to work before the 
President takes action? At a news con-
ference yesterday, the President was 
not even aware that some are pre-
dicting that gas prices will hit $3.50 or 
even $4 a gallon by the spring. 

Two facts are painfully clear: Gaso-
line prices have more than doubled 
since the President took office, and the 
President has no plan to protect con-
sumers and our economy. 

I have said this before, and I say it 
again today: The principal cause of the 
relentless increase in oil prices is not a 
natural supply issue, but market ma-
nipulation by the Organization of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries, OPEC, 
an international cartel that limits the 
supply of oil to keep fuel prices high. 
In January, the President’s best at-
tempt to increase the supply of oil was 
to tell Saudi King Abdullah that ‘‘pay-
ing more for gasoline hurts some 
American families.’’ Indeed it does, and 
I am pleased the administration ac-
knowledges the effects of rising gas 
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prices on Americans. But Saudi Arabia 
is a founding member of OPEC, which 
has every incentive to limit output and 
keep prices artificially high. The futil-
ity of going to an OPEC member and 
pleading for it to raise output is obvi-
ous; the President’s request that it in-
crease supply is simply bewildering. 

OPEC is scheduled to meet next week 
to consider output levels. If such a 
meeting took place in almost any other 
context, the participants would likely 
be arrested for an illegal conspiracy in 
restraint of trade. Yet the President 
stood in front of the King of the largest 
participant in the oil cartel and asked 
for relief, instead of demanding an end 
to this illegal activity. 

If the administration truly acknowl-
edges the impact artificially high oil 
prices have on our Nation, it should 
join with me, Senator KOHL, and the 68 
other Senators and 345 Members of the 
House of Representatives who have 
voted for NOPEC legislation, which 
would hold accountable certain oil-pro-
ducing nations for their collusive be-
havior that has artificially reduced the 
supply and inflated the price of fuel. 

Instead of pleading for help, the next 
time the President of the United States 
meets with members of a cartel, the 
President should explain that entities 
engaging in anticompetitive conduct 
that harms American consumers can 
expect investigation and prosecution. 

We cannot claim to be energy inde-
pendent while we permit foreign gov-
ernments to manipulate oil prices in an 
anticompetitive manner. It is wrong to 
let members of OPEC off the hook just 
because their anticompetitive prac-
tices come with the seal of approval of 
national governments.∑ 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 12. A bill to promote home ownership, 
manufacturing, and economic growth. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BOND, 
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAIG, 
Mrs. DOLE, Mr. ENZI, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. GREGG, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. ROBERTS, 
and Mr. HATCH): 

S. 12. A bill to promote home ownership, 
manufacturing, and economic growth; read 
the first time. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
THUNE, and Mr. COBURN): 

S. 2681. A bill to require the issuance of 
medals to recognize the dedication and valor 
of Native American code talkers; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON): 
S. 2682. A bill to direct United States fund-

ing to the United Nations Population Fund 

for certain purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
CARPER): 

S. Res. 464. A resolution designating March 
1, 2008 as ‘‘World Friendship Day’’; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. Res. 465. A resolution designating March 
3, 2008, as ‘‘Read Across America Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
DEMINT, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. VITTER, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. 
MARTINEZ, Mr. HATCH, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. MCCAIN): 

S. Res. 466. A resolution honoring the life 
of William F. Buckley, Jr; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
SPECTER): 

S. Res. 467. A resolution honoring the life 
of Myron Cope; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 22 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. DOMENICI) and the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 22, a bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
establish a program of educational as-
sistance for members of the Armed 
Forces who serve in the Armed Forces 
after September 11, 2001, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 573 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 573, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
and the Public Health Service Act to 
improve the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of heart disease, stroke, and 
other cardiovascular diseases in 
women. 

S. 1223 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1223, a bill to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to support efforts 
by local or regional television or radio 
broadcasters to provide essential pub-
lic information programming in the 
event of a major disaster, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1390 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1390, a bill to provide for the 
issuance of a ‘‘forever stamp’’ to honor 
the sacrifices of the brave men and 
women of the armed forces who have 
been awarded the Purple Heart. 

S. 1921 

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1921, a bill to amend the American Bat-
tlefield Protection Act of 1996 to ex-
tend the authorization for that Act, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2119 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2119, a bill to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint coins in commemoration of 
veterans who became disabled for life 
while serving in the Armed Forces of 
the United States. 

S. 2398 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2398, a bill to phase out the 
use of private military contractors. 

S. 2433 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2433, a bill to require the President to 
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive strategy to further the United 
States foreign policy objective of pro-
moting the reduction of global poverty, 
the elimination of extreme global pov-
erty, and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goal of reducing 
by one-half the proportion of people 
worldwide, between 1990 and 2015, who 
live on less than $1 per day. 

S. 2577 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2577, a bill to establish back-
ground check procedures for gun 
shows. 

S. 2580 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2580, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 to im-
prove the participation in higher edu-
cation of, and to increase opportunities 
in employment for, residents of rural 
areas. 

S. 2627 

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2627, a bill to provide for a bien-
nial budget process and a biennial ap-
propriations process and to enhance 
oversight and the performance of the 
Federal Government. 

S. 2678 

At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2678, a bill to clarify the law and 
ensure that children born to United 
States citizens while serving overseas 
in the military are eligible to become 
President. 
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